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Rajinder Singh unravels the mysteries around the 
instruments used by C.V. Raman in his epoch making 
discovery for which he received the Nobel Prize and 
eff ectively separates the facts and fi ction using a huge 
corpus of documents procured from diff erent sources. 
Historians of science are bound to receive a shock to 
see how oblivious are the Indians in preserving and 
maintaining scientifi c instruments used by a great 
scientist like Raman. The chronicle also portrays Raman 
as a tremendous force in the formative years of physics 
research in Bengal in the pre-independent India.

Prof. S.C. Roy, Member, National Commission of 
History of Science (INSA), Editor-in-Chief, 

“Science and Culture”

There are very few books which have researched Indian physicist C.V. Raman’s 
scientifi c philosophy, the instruments he used and the challenges he faced en-
route to the discovery named after him. Rajinder Singh’s well-researched book 
engages with these issues and much more—social, scientifi c, philosophical—
and will make a long lasting contribution to the history of physics in colonial 
India.

Dr. Somaditya Banerjee, Assistant Professor, Department of History,
Austin Peay State University, Tennessee, U.S.A.

This is a great detailed piece of work. Apart from Raman’s demigod status in 
Indian science and his genuinely profound achievements, he is an amazing 
character. Rajinder Singh is probably one of a few individuals who has studied 
him and his work in detail and ideally placed to write this deep analysis. In 
addition to challenging some existing myths, Singh has recorded and analysed 
some key data that future historians will be grateful for.

Gurbir Singh, author of „The Indian Space Programme“, 
Astrotalkuk, Manchester, U.K.

(Continue on page xv)

Waren es die Fehler des Nobelkomitees? Vielleicht die 
seiner Anhänger? Oder war Gandhi aufgrund seiner 
„Zölibat-Experimente“ mit Frauen selbst schuld daran? Um 
diesen Fragen nachzugehen, wurden  vom Archiv des 
„Norwegian Nobel Institute“, Oslo, originale und 
unveröffentlichte Dokumente, wie die Berichte der 
Experten des Nobelkomitees,  Nominierungsbriefe und 
Zeitschriften-/Zeitungsausschnitte   bezogen und analysiert. 
Die Ergebnisse der Analyse werden in diesem Buch 
präsentiert. 

Mahatma Gandhi gilt als eine 
Ikone der Friedensbewegung. 
Zwischen 1924 und 1948 wurde 
er circa 100 mal (von einzelnen 
Personen oder Gruppen) für den 
Friedensnobelpreis nominiert. 
Warum erhielt Gandhi trotz  
internationaler Unterstützung 
keinen Nobelpreis?  
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