
Irregular Migration in a Scandinavian Perspective 





Irregular Migration in a Scandinavian 
Perspective
Edited by 

Trine Lund Thomsen, Martin Bak Jørgensen, Susi Meret, Kirsten 
Hviid & Helle Stenum 

Shaker Publishing 

Maastricht 2010 



© Copyright Shaker Publishing 2010 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of 
the publishers. 

Printed in The Netherlands. 

ISBN 978-90-423-0393-5 

Shaker Publishing BV 
St. Maartenslaan 26 
6221 AX  Maastricht 
Tel.: 043-3500424 
Fax:  043-3255090 
http:// www.shaker.nl 

Cover photo by Francis Dean/Scanpix



Contents
   

List of Abbreviations vii
List of Figures and Tables ix

    
 Preface 1

  Foreword  
Franck Düvell 3

  Introduction – Perspectives of Irregular Migration in  
Scandinavia: Theoretical, Methodological, Political  
and Empirical Challenges and Approaches  
Susi Meret, Martin Bak Jørgensen, Trine Lund  
Thomsen, Kirsten Hviid and Helle Stenum 9

PART 1
CONCEPTUAL AND ETHICAL PERSPECTIVES 25

1 Conceptual Reflections – Transcending the Legal
Aspect of Irregular Migration 
Trine Lund Thomsen 27

2 Irregular Migration Research in Norway: Reflections  
on Research Ethics and Methodological Challenges  
Based on a Methods Development Project in Norway 
Anette Brunovskis 47

PART 2
THE GLOBAL, EUROPEAN AND SCANDINAVIAN 
FRAMEWORK 73

3 Irregular Migration in Global Migration Governance 
Sara Kalm 75

4 Setting the Context – The Developments of a
European Framework on Regular and Irregular  
Migration
Martin Bak Jørgensen 95



vi

5        Irregular Migration from a Comparative Scandinavian  
Migration Policy Perspective  
Martin Bak Jørgensen and Susi Meret 121

PART 3
EMPIRICAL CASE STUDIES 153

6 Tales of the Polish Plumber – Irregular Migration
in Denmark after the EU Enlargement 
Trine Lund Thomsen 155

7 “Like winning a Prize in a Lottery” – Social Strategies  
amongst Irregular Ukrainian Trainees Working in the
Danish Agricultural Sector 
Kirsten Hviid 179

8 Workers and Vagrants: Governing the Foreign Poor  
in Denmark 
Helle Stenum  205

9 No Direction Home – The Margins of a Welfare State  
and the Illegalised Body 
Halvar Andreassen Kjærre 231

10 Recruiting Women and Children for Prostitution:
The Case of Denmark and Sweden 
Daniel Gustafsson 259

11 Health and Illegality: The Case of Sweden 
Ramin Baghir-Zada 293

12 Irregular Migration, Health and Access to Health  
Services in Norway 
Karin Harsløf Hjelde 319

Notes on Contributors 341


