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Abstract

This dissertation investigated how performances are advanced by non-state actors. It
specifically sought to find dynamical explanations underlying the variability of protest
activities within the setting of contentious politics. The goal of studying relational
mechanisms and processes causing variance in agency was paired with the analytical
framework based on the Dynamics of Contention Research Program that suggested a mix of
multiple approaches, data sources, and analytical tools to study what influences performance
outcomes on various levels of interaction. As a result, this study was able to generate
dynamical explanations to already known observations. The ensuing sequential study of
performances within four selected sites of contention hosting cycles of heightened
performance incidence ensured the identification of these dynamics in the Philippines during
the autocratic rule of Ferdinand Marcos. The following comparative analysis revealed four
corresponding constellations of mechanisms and processes underlying observed shifts from
dominantly nonviolent to violent performances. It also exposed patterns of identifiable
repeating processes (namely, Mobilization, Upwards Scale Shift, and Demobilization)
featuring certain minimum determinants or recognizable features on various levels of
interaction of the analytical framework explaining performance outcomes, as well as
mechanisms and processes that make up these patterns.

The results obtained confirmed the applicability of the aforementioned approach
towards the research objective. Due to its multilayered set up, it helped specify additional
determinants working together with dynamics to generate a performance outcome. This study
also revealed the need to add certain levels of analysis and extent some parameters to the
existing analytical framework, with the result of creating an adapted matrix explaining
performance outcomes. In addition, as is often the case where triangulation shapes the
research design, a holistic understanding of the case emerged, and also led to new contextual
insights contesting dominant held beliefs about the role and weight of the nonviolent uprising

culminating in the Yellow Revolution.
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